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and patriotism? Despite his weak health, he was in the forefront
of the assault at Dharasana and, despite his frail constitution, he
made the pilgrimage to jail. Imam Saheb was a devout Mus-
lim; he never missed his namaz or roza. He became known as Imam
Saheb because he performed the function of a religious teacher
in the Transvaal. He became a fakir for the sake of his country.
After serving a term of imprisonment in the Transvaal, he came
to live with me in Phoenix along with his family and began to live
the life of a fakir. When I returned to India, he too returned. He
brought with him his Malay wife too. He lost one wife after an-
other. Later his elder daughter Fatima died, and now Imam
Saheb himself has passed away. He leaves behind his daughter
Amina Begum and her husband Qureshi. Both are engaged in
serving the country. Imam Saheb was one of the trustees of the
Ashram: he took full interest in its affairs, he observed its rules
and freely associated with everyone there. To me this is a great
loss and the fact that he passed away before I reached India adds
further to my grief.
[From Gujarati]
Navajivan> 27-12-1931

284.   INTERVIEW TO REUTER

S.S.   "PlLSNA",

December 27, 1931

As I approach the shores of India, I am weighed down with
a sense of the tremendous responsibility even as I was upon
approaching London. Only this time the responsibility is a
thousandfold greater.

I shall therefore take no hasty step. I shall exhaust every
resource at my disposal before advising India once more to go
through the fire of suffering.

I am constantly praying for God's guidance. I know He
will not fail me if I remain true to my creed. Thank God, my
faith in truth and non-violence for the national purpose has be-
come strengthened by my European visit, if there was any room
for further strengthening. I have no other end to serve in this
life.

The Hindu, 28-12-1931